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Exercise 1b: What do I want in a job?

This worksheet gives you another way to figure out if you would be happier working for someone else or working for yourself. 

Starting a business requires a lot of time and energy. And, depending on the business you start, you might also need a little or a lot of money. 

So, before you decide that starting your own business is what you want to do, you need to take a good look at what’s important to you in a job. You also need to look at how well you’d handle the risks involved in being your own boss.

Print out this worksheet and answer all of the questions as honestly as possible. It may be helpful to do this exercise with someone who knows you well, like a family member, a mentor, a teacher or a close friend.

Questions

Answer each question either “true” or “false” and then write a short example of a time you’ve shown that personality trait.

	
	Question
	True
	False

	1
	I handle uncertainty well. In fact, I prefer surprises to always knowing what’s coming next.
	
	

	
	

	2
	When things don’t go my way, I look for the positive side and I almost always find it.
	
	

	
	


	
	Question
	True
	False

	3
	I think my ideas are good, even when other people tell me that I’m wrong. 
	
	

	
	

	4
	When I have to, I can focus my attention on working hard and long hours to get something done.
	
	

	
	

	5
	I know that when I set my mind to doing something, I will get it done. Nothing can stop me.
	
	

	
	

	6
	When things don’t go my way, I bounce back quickly.
	
	

	
	

	7
	When I need help, I find it easy to ask for it, and, I know who to ask to get the right kind of help.
	
	

	
	


	
	Question
	True
	False

	8
	I love to do research and find out as much as I can about things that interest me.
	
	

	
	

	9
	I like to work on my own and don’t need someone standing over my shoulder to tell me to get things done.
	
	

	
	

	10
	I can live without a steady income, even if it means that I won’t be able to go out with friends or buy new stuff.
	
	

	
	


Rating your answers

Very few entrepreneurs can answer “true” to all of the questions you just answered. The more questions you feel are true of yourself, the more likely it is that being self-employed would make you happy. 

Pay special attention to the questions that you answered “false.” 

Read about the personality trait and see if you have some of it in you. You may have it but just not in the situation that the question dealt with.

If you don’t think you have enough of the personality traits that most successful entrepreneurs have then you have a few choices:

1. Take some time to develop those traits and then come back to think about starting your own business.

2. Find people who have the traits you want more of to work with you.

3. Take a chance and work with the traits that you do have!
Nobody has all of these traits, so if you feel passionate about self-employment as a work option for you, then go for it.

	
	Question
	True
	False

	1
	I prefer surprises to always knowing what’s coming next.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you probably handle uncertainty well. 

This is important when you’re self-employed since you won’t have a regular income, might have to work hard to find customers in the beginning,and will face lots of surprises as you start your own business. Starting and running your own business is deciding that you want a life full of surprises.




	
	Question
	True
	False

	2
	When things don’t go my way, I look for the positive side and I almost always find it.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have a quality called Perseverance. 

When you start your own business it’s important that you have the ability to continue even when things aren’t going as you planned. It’s important for you to know where you’re heading with your business and keep your eye on that goal, especially when the goal seems impossible to reach. That is having perseverance and you’ll need a lot of it if you decide to be self-employed.



	3
	I think my ideas are good, even when other people tell me that I’m wrong. 


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have Self-confidence. 

Having self-confidence is another quality that successful entrepreneurs all have. It means that you believe in yourself, you believe in your business and you have a passion about what you’re doing or creating. Having self-confidence is so important. When you believe in yourself, other people will believe in you as well. Your enthusiasm will spread to other people.



	4
	When I have to, I can focus my attention on working hard and long hours to get something done.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have a quality called Commitment.
When you’re self-employed you’ll have to make personal sacrifices. Odds are you’ll be working long hours at the beginning. You will probably have to give up some of the time you used to spend with friends or pursuing entertainment.. Most entrepreneurs have to put their business first and their social life second – at least in the starting stages.




	
	Question
	True
	False

	5
	I know that when I set my mind to doing something, I will get it done. Nothing can stop me.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have Self-determination. 

Self-determination is just a fancy way to say that you believe you make your own success. You believe that you are in charge of your own future. You don’t let other people’s actions get in the way of your dreams. If you have this quality you will succeed at pretty well anything you do in your life.



	6
	When things don’t go my way, I bounce back quickly.



	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have a Positive attitude.  

People who have a positive attitude are the kind of people who see the glass half-full, not half-empty. Being self-employed means you’ll have to see the positive side of situations that other people would see as bad news. When you start a business there will be lots of times that things don’t go the way you hoped. If you can find the bright side in those times, then your positive attitude will help you keep moving toward your dream.



	7
	When I need help, I find it easy to ask for it, and, I know who to ask to get the right kind of help.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have a quality called Judgment.

Judgment is being able to listen to other people's advice about how you could run your business better. This doesn’t mean you always take other people’s advice. It means that you consider the experience other people have had that could help you. Then, you take that advice and figure out if it feels right for you and the goals you have for your own business. That’s really where judgment comes in. It’s knowing what advice is right for you and your business.




	
	Question
	True
	False

	8
	I love to do research and find out as much as I can about things that interest me.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you have Initiative. 

Odds are that since you’re working on this Toolkit, you have initiative. Having initiative means that you are resourceful. You find solutions to problems. You see an opportunity and you act. People with initiative are the kind of people who fix problems, rather than just complain about them. Having initiative is an important quality if you want to be self-employed. 



	9
	I like to work on my own and don’t need someone standing over my shoulder to tell me to get things done.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you are a Self-starter.

Being a self-starter goes along with having initiative. Once you see the problem that needs to be fixed, you have the personality to work on your own and figure out the solution. Once you’ve figured out the way to solve the problem, you have the skills to find all the people or resources you need to get the job done. 




	
	Question
	True
	False

	10
	I can live with irregular income even if it means that I won’t be able to go out with friends or buy new stuff as often as I used to.


	
	

	
	If you answered True, it means you can live without Financial stability from a job.

In Canada, almost half of all new businesses fail in their first year. The main reason for the failure is lack of money. The person who set up the business either couldn’t afford to pay the bills for the business or couldn’t afford to live on the money that the business paid them. 

Before you decide to start a business it is critical that you figure out how much money you need to live on every month. If you get government money or have another source of income that covers your rent and food, then your chances of success are a lot higher. 

If you don’t have a regular source of income, but have free rent and food from friends or family, that could also help you and your business succeed in the first two years.

Even if you have all of the other qualities that many successful entrepreneurs share, if you don’t have financial stability, then you must carefully consider how to start your business. Not having enough money is the number one reason new businesses fail in their first two years and nobody wants to see that happen to you. 
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